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DIRECTIONS,  &c. 


Purgative  Bails . 

Purgative  medicines  will  be  found 
ufeful  at  the  commencement  of  mod 
cafes  of  local  inflammation  ;  but 
where  the  inteftines  and  lungs  are 
inflamed,  the  ufe  of  purgatives  would 
be  imprudent  and  unfafe.  Medicines 
of  this  clafs  are  very  neceflary  to  be 
given  when  horfes  return  from  grafs 
into  ftables.  While  the  inteftines  are 
diftendSd  with  green  food  the  animal 
is  incapable  of  much  labour ;  it  is 

A  3  therefore 
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therefore  advifable  to  get  rid  of  their 
contents  by  mild  purgatives,  and 
which  will  be  found  to  increafe  the 
powers  of  digeftion,  improve  condi¬ 
tion,  and  prevent  many  difeafes. 

If  due  attention  be  paid  to  the  ho¬ 
rizontal  pofition  of  the  body  of  horfes, 
and  alfo  to  the  immenfe  length  and 
circumvolutions  of  the  intel'tines,  it  is 
natural  to  expedl  that  the  operation 
of  purgatives  rauft  be  always  Jlow, 
nor  will  it  be  altogether  free  from 
danger,  unlefs  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  the  medicine  be  fcrupuloufly  at¬ 
tended  to.  For  the  bile,  or  gall, 
(which  is  the  daily  purgative  in  all 
complicated  animals)  is  of  a  very  mild 
nature  in  horfes,  from  there  being  no 
gall  bladder ;  indeed,  the  ftoraach  and 
every  part  of  the  inteftines  manifeft  that 

their 
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their  periftaltic  motion,  is  naturally 
very  Jlow. 

\  >■ 

If,  then,  their  action  be  fuddenly 
quickened  by  a  powerful  purgative, 
at  a  time  when  they  are  much  dif- 

■  •  .•  '  >  v 

tended,  the  inteftines  cannot  readily 
get  rid  of  their  contents,  they  become 
highly  inflamed,  and  the  horfe  fre¬ 
quently  dies. 

i 

This  effedt  is  the  natural  confe- 
quence  of  an  over-dofe  of  a  ftimulat- 
ing  fubftance  laying  thirty,  forty,  or 
fifty  hours,  in  contact  with  parts  of 
irritable  fenflbility.  And  fo  various  is 
the  conftitution  of  horfes,  nay,  at 
times  fo  oppofitely  changeable  in  the 

fame  animal,  that  fome  are  differently 

* 

adted  on  at  different  periods  by  the 
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fame  medicine.  The  dofe  therefore 
that  will  produce  falutary  effeils  ill 
one  horfe,  will  in  another  deftroy  by 
its  excefs,  and  perhaps  in  a  third  pro¬ 
duce  no  fenfible  effedt  whatever. 

t  >  • 

>  *  *  ■*  ‘l 

■  *  •  *.  T~v  "  , 

From  thefe  circumffances  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  no  Jingle  dofe  of  purgative 
medicine  can  be  proper  in  all  horfes ,  or 
in  the  fame  horfe  at  all  times . — The 

common  practice  is  to  purge  horfes 
by  one  dofe ;  and  I  have  feen  many 
horfes  that  have  died  from  this  caufe. 


On  this  account  it  is  firongly  re¬ 
commended  at  the  college,  to  divide  a 
purgative  ball  into  two,  or  three 
parts,  one  of  which  fhould  be  given 

every  fix  and  twenty  hours,  until  it 

*  •  r,  v 

purges.  By  adopting  this  fyftem  of 

purging 
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purging  horfes,  it  is  found  that  the 
mildeft  conftitution  is  not  purged  too 
much ;  and  by  repeating  the  dofe  the 
proper  effect  is  produced  in  every  cafe , 
without  the  fmallejl  danger ;  and,  as  it 
is  the  effect  only  that  requires  attention, 
whether  this  takes  place  from  one, 

“  t  * 

two,  three,  or  four  repetitions  of  the 
medicine,  is  not  of  the  leaft  import¬ 
ance  to  the  health  of  the  animal. 

Before  the  horfe  is  purged,  it  were 
advilable  to  feed  him  but  very  mo¬ 
derately  on  bran  mafhes  for  a  day  or 
two.  A  diet  of  this  nature  will  rather 
tend  to  empty  the  bowels,  and  make 
the  operation  of  the  purgative  more 
fafe.  We  then  recommend  one  third 
of  the  purgative  ball  to  be  given.  Six 
hours  after  the  firft  dofe  is  adminif- 
tered,  the  horfe  fhould  be  exereifed 
8  for 


(  IO  ) 

for  two  or  three  hours.  Mafhes  fhould 
be  continued,  and  the  chill  taken  from 
the  water.  If  the  firft  dofe  pro¬ 
duces  no  fenfible  effedt  in  twenty- 
fix  hours,  it  fhould  be  repeated, 
the  horfe  fhould  be  fed  and  exercifed 
as  before,  and  if  the  feconcl  does  not 
purge,  the  third  fhould  be  given. 

When  the  effedt  is  over,  it  is  better 
not  to  give  any  more  purgatives  for 
four  or  five  days.  We  may  then 
begin  cautioully  as  before  ;  for  we 
are  not  to  expedt  that  the  quantity 
which  produced  the  defired  effedf  in 
the  firft  inftance  will  always  have  the 
fame  effedt  when  repeated. 

■  It  is  ufual  to  give  horfes  neither 
more  or  lefs  than  three  dofes  of  phy- 

fic. 
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lie.  But  where  the  horfe  is  weakly, 
it  is  requisite  to  purge  him  only  once  or 
twice ;  and  in  other  cafes,  where  there 
is  great  plethora,  four,  or  even  five 
times,  is  not  too  much. 


AJlringent 


Jftringent  Balls . 


Astringent  medicines  are  rarely* 
requifite  but  where  the  ftools  have 
been  too  frequent  and  long  continued 
of  a  thin,  watery  conjijlence.  In  cafes 
of  this  afpedt  the  purging  fhould  be 
flopped  by  fome  aftringent  medicine; 
to  anfwer  which  end,  one  of  the 
above-mentioned  balls  fhould  be  dif- 
folved  in  half  a  pint  of  port  wine  and 

water,  and  repeated  every  four  or  fix 
hours.  Should  the  fymptoms  prove 
urgent,  it  will  be  requifite  to  give  a 
clyfter  compofed  of  one  pint  of  port 
wine,  three  pints  of  warm  water,  and 
half  a  pound  of  ilarch. 


Febrifuge 
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» 


Medicines  of  this  defcription  will 
be  found  highly  ferviceable  in  coughs, 
colds,  fevers,  inflammations  of  the 
lungs,  and  difficulty  of  refpiration. 
One  of  them  fhould  be  given  every 
twenty-four  hours. 

Should  they  operate  in  producing 
a  great  flow  of  urine,  they  mu  ft  be 
difcontinued  for  two  or  three  days, 
and  then  repeated  as  before.  If  the 
fymptoms  are  violent,  the  horfe  fhould 
lofe  four  or  five  quarts  of  blood. 

Warm  malhes  fhould  be  given, 
and  the  head  and  neck  covered  by 
warm  clothing. 


It 
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It  is  alfo  advifable  to  place  the 
head  over  warm  water  for  two  hours, 
morning  and  evening ;  to  introduce  a 
rowel  under  the  jaw,  and  one  in  the 
anterior  part  of  the  cheft.  If  the 
breathing  be  very  laborious,  the  fides 
of  the  cheft  Ihould  be  rubbed  with  one 

ounce  of  fpirits  of  turpentine  every 

.  >  >  ‘  ) 

lix  hours. 


Diuretic 


(  IS  ) 


Diuretic  Balls . 

The  exhibition  of  diuretics  is  but 

too  frequently  injudicious  and  ill-tim¬ 
ed.  They  are  ufually  adminiftered  in 
inflammations  of  the  kidney  and  blad¬ 
der  ;  though  in  every  affection  of  thefe 
organs  they  are  of  a  very  perilous  and 
deftruitive  tendency. 

When  any  part  becomes  inflamed, 
it  ought  to  be  left  at  reft,  and  confe- 
quently  ftimulating  the  kidney  to  per¬ 
form  additional  labour,  muff  always 
increafe  the  difeafe. 

In  greafe,  fwelled  legs,  inflamed 

% 

eyes,  curbs,  thrufhes,  and  local  inflam¬ 
mations,  they  are  very  ufeful. 


One 
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One  of  them  may  be  given  every 
third  day  for  a  fortnight. 

Note. — It  has  been  thought  advifable 
to  divide  the  diuretic  balls  into  two 
parts,  as  the  gullet  of  fome  horfes  is 
too  fmall  to  admit  a  ball  of  the  com¬ 
mon  bulk,  and  many  horfes  are  de- 

«i •  i  *  \  •  , 

ftroyed  from  this  caufe. 


Alterative 
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Alterative  Balls . 

In  all  eruptions  of  the  fkin,  hide¬ 
bound,  and  farcy,  one  of  thefe  balls 
may  be  given  every  morning  until 
the  itools  are  loofe. 


Should  they  purge,  they  mull  be 
omitted  for  five  or  fix  days,  and  then 
repeated  as  before, 

Malt  malhes  are  very  excellent  in 
thefe  difeafes.  The  horfe  Ihould  be 
allowed  a  very  nutritive  diet,  and  rao- 

B  derately 
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derately  fweated  every  day.  Bruifed 
carrots  and  parfnips  are  alfo  fervice- 
able  in  thefe  difeafes. 


■~v  ■ 


Vermifuge 
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Vermifuge  Balls . 


Before  medicines  of  this  clafs 
be  given  the  horfe  fhould  he  fed 
on  bran  mafhes  for  one  or  two 
flays. 

The  fame  precautions  are  requifite 
to  be  obferved  in  giving  vermifuge 
balls  as  we  have  already  defcribed  for 
purgatives.  One  ball  is  divided  into 
three  parts,  and  one  of  them  fhould  be 
given  every  twenty-fix  hours  until 
they  purge, 

The  horfe  fhould  be  exercifed  for 
three  hours  every  day  prior  to  the 
operation  of  the  purgative ;  and  after 

B  3  the 
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the  firft  effect,  it  will  be  necefiary  to 
wait  about  a  week  before  the  fame 
medicines  fhould  be  repeated. 
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Antifpafmodic 
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The  fymptoms  of  fpafms  of  the 
inteftines  are  well  known. 

The  animal  ftrikes  his  belly  with 
his  legs,  frequently  lies  down,  and  at¬ 
tempts  to  lie  on  his  back. 

When  this  difeafe  takes  place,  if 
the  horfe  be  not  fpeedily  relieved,  he 
generally  dies.  But  from  a  timely  ex¬ 
hibition  of  the  above-mentioned  balls, 
I  have  fcarcely  known  an  inftance  of 
failure. 

If  the  firft  dofe  does  not  relieve 

B  %  the 
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the  fymptoras,  it  lhould  be  repeated 
every  four  hours,  until  the  animal  is 
free  from  pain. 

Four  table  fpoonsful  of  common 
fpirits  of  turpentine  may  be  given  at 
the  fame  time  in  one  pint  of  water 
gruel;  and  the  fame  quantity  of  tur¬ 
pentine  applied  as  an  embrocation  to 
the  belly* 


Blijiering 
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Bliftering  Liniment. 

This  application  will  be  found  fer- 
viceable  in  fplents,  fpavins,  ring-bones, 
wind-galls,  thorough  pins,  curbs,  and 
enlarged  tendons,  (after  the  heat  and 
inflammation  have  totally  fubflded). 

The  hair  fhould  be  removed  and 
the  liniment  rubbed  well  into  the  part ; 

the  bliftering  liniment  produces  a  much 

more  fudden  inflammation  than  com¬ 
mon  bliftering  ointment,  and  we  can 
always  graduate  the  effect.  Where 
only  a  flight  difcharge  or  perfpiration 
is  wanted  (without  removing  the  hair) 

B  4  we 
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we  apply  about  one  tea  fpoonful  of  the 
liniment,  and  repeat  it  every  day  un¬ 
til  the  defired  effedt  takes  place.  If  a 
great  difcharge  and  muchinflammation 
be  wanted,  four  or  fix  tea  fpoonsful 
fliould  be  employed,  and  repeated  the 
next  day  if  requifite. 


I 
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Stimulating  Ointment  to  increafe 
the  Growth  of  Hoof  in  Horfes 

and  Oxen. 

This  ointment  will  be  found  etni- 
nently  ferviceable  in  all  cafes  where  a 
rapid  growth  of  hoof  is  neceffary  to 
the  cure. 

<  O  ,  -*v 

It  is  particularly  applicable  for  con¬ 
tracted  feet,  thin  foies,  thin  crufts,  and 
fand  cracks;  and  for  oxen,  that  are 
frequently  lame  from  the  hoofs  being 
liable  to  wear  in  a  greater  degree  than 
they  grow. 

The  ointment  fhould  be  made  mo¬ 
derately  hot  over  the  fire,  and  rubbed 

well 
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well  in  with  a  brufh.  If  the  animal 
be  intended  to  work,  it  ihonld  be  ap¬ 
plied  only  to  the  coronet  and  hoof, 
and  repeated  twice  in  the  week ;  but 
if  turned  out,  the  whole  fetlock  joints 
may  be  anointed. 

Should  there  be  much  fwelling  and 
inflammation  of  the  parts,  the  oint¬ 
ment  may  be  applied  only  once  in  a 
week  or  fortnight. 

Where  the  hair  is  removed,  from 
broken  knees  and  other  accidents,  this 
ointment  is  very  fuccefsfully  employ¬ 
ed,  and  fhould  be  repeated  once  in 
three  or  four  days. 


AJlringent 
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Aftringent  Powder  to  remove 

Greafe * 

Before  any  medicines  of  this 

J 

nature  are  applied,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  poultice  the  heels  for 
three  or  four  days,  and  to  wafb 
them  after  exercife  with  foft  foap 
and  water. 

When  the  inflammation  has  been 
in  fome  degree  abated  by  poultices, 
it  Will  be  reqtiifite  to  diffolve  the 
aftringent  powder  in  half  a  pint 
of  warm  water,  and  to  wafh  the 
heels  with  this  lotion  twice  in  the 
day.  • 


Diuretics 
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Diuretics  fhould  be  given  every 
third  day,  and  as  much  walking  ex- 
ercife  as  poffible. 


i 
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AJlringent  Powder  to  remove 

Phrufhes, 

In  all  cafes  where  thrufhes  appear 
the  frog  (if  poffible)  fhould  touch 
the  ground. 

The  cleft  in  the  frog  mull  firft 
be  wafhed  with  a  ftrong  folution  of 
common  fait  and  water,  and  the 
cavity  fhould  then  be  filled  with  the 
aftringent  powder. 

Thefe  remedies  may  be  employed 
twice  in  the  day. 


Sedative 
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Sedative  Powder  for  Inflam « 

if  '  •  ' 

mations  of  the  Eyes , 

:  local  Injuries , 

The  whole  of  this  powder  fhould 
be  mixed  in  one  quart  of  warm  water, 
and  the  eye  and  lids  wafhed  twice  in 
the  day. 

If  any  part  be  fwelled  and  in¬ 
flamed  by  kicks  or  blows,  or  ftrains, 
flannel  moiftened  with  the  above 
folution  fhould  be  conftantly  ap¬ 
plied.  ^  , 

Hot  oils  of  every  defcription  are 

always 

•i  -  ' 
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always  pernicious  when  applied  to  an 
inflamed  part. 


THE  END. 
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